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STEM STUDENT CONGRESS IN KASSEL: WINTERSHALL
DEA FOSTERS A SPIRIT OF RESEARCH
•

•
•

12th STEM Student Congress of the North Hesse
Student Research Centre (SFN) in Kassel will be held
from 13 to 17 September
Presentations, workshops, and experiments for and
by students of all ages are planned
Wintershall Dea is again one of the main sponsors of
the SFN in 2021 with an annual donation of €25,000
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Kassel. Wintershall Dea, Europe’s leading independent gas and oil
company, is one of the main sponsors of the North Hesse Student
Research Centre (SFN) and is again supporting the STEM Student
Congress this year. The slogan of this year’s event is “People –
Environment – Technology.” From 13 to 17 September, school students of
all ages will be able to experience research projects in the fields of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) at first hand
and conduct their own experiments together in Kassel and online.
In a video message to mark the opening of the STEM Student Congress,
Thilo Wieland from Wintershall Dea’s Executive Board said: “As a global
producer of gas and crude oil, we are very happy to see how the
cornerstones of tomorrow’s technology are being laid today here at our
company’s headquarters in Kassel. The level at which our leading minds
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of tomorrow are conducting research, discovering the Earth’s secrets
and asking questions impresses me anew each year.”
The STEM Student Congress attracts young talents from across Germany
and other countries as well. This is the second time that school students
from all over Germany will converge on Kassel. Students from Middle
School No. 17 in Novy Urengoy, Russia, will also take part in the
conference this year via an online link. “International research
partnerships have been a part of Wintershall Dea’s DNA from the very
beginning. The North Hesse Student Research Centre is much more than
just an educational establishment – values such as internationality,
diversity and international understanding through the sharing of ideas
and work on joint projects are lived and breathed there,” emphasises
Wieland.
The SFN has reinvented itself digitally during the coronavirus pandemic
and so has been able to ensure that it can continue its research work as
well as international exchange. Nevertheless, the congress organisers
are looking forward to the event on site: “The pandemic has shown all of
us that fertile dialogue and collaboration are also possible by virtual
means. All the same, we’ll be happy to welcome the many young STEM
talents in person again this year and help strengthen Kassel as a science
and research location,” says Jörg Steiper, Deputy Director of the SFN.
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In collaboration with other student research centres, the SFN is once
again offering around 100 events in German and English this year. Young
researcher and experts from Germany, Spain, Italy, Slovakia, and Russia
will provide insights into subjects ranging from volcano eruption, hacking
to electromobility and climate change. The entire congress will be held
in compliance with the applicable hygiene and safety regulations.
With a presentation of its own, Wintershall Dea will also play an active
role this year in the varied programme of the 12th STEM Student
Congress, turning the disciplines of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics into a hands-on experience. In addition, Wintershall Dea’s
annual donation of €25,000 supports the work of the SFN, at which more
than 40 employees advise the young research enthusiasts in their
independent projects.

About Wintershall Dea
Wintershall Dea is Europe’s leading independent natural gas and oil company with
more than 120 years of experience as an operator and project partner along the
entire E&P value chain. The company with German roots and headquarters in Kassel
and Hamburg explores for and produces gas and oil in 13 countries worldwide in an
efficient and responsible manner. With activities in Europe, Russia, Latin America
and the MENA region (Middle East & North Africa), Wintershall Dea has a global
upstream portfolio and, with its participation in natural gas transport, is also active
in the midstream business. More in our Annual Report.
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As a European gas and oil company, we support the EU's 2050 carbon neutrality
target. As our contribution we have set ourselves ambitious targets: We want to be
net zero across our entire upstream operations – both operated and non-operated
– by 2030. This includes Scope 1 (direct) and Scope 2 (indirect) greenhouse gas
emissions on an equity share basis. In addition Wintershall Dea will bring methane
emissions intensity below 0.1 per cent by 2025 and maintain zero routine flaring of
associated gas in its operations. The climate goals are to be achieved through
portfolio optimization, emissions reduction through more energy efficiency,
investments in nature-based compensation solutions and in future technologies
such as hydrogen and CCS. You can find more about this in our Sustainability
Report.
Wintershall Dea was formed from the merger of Wintershall Holding GmbH and DEA
Deutsche Erdoel AG, in 2019. Today, the company employs around 2,500 people
worldwide from over 60 nations.
More information on the Internet at www.wintershalldea.com or follow us on
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram.

