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PRESS RELEASE 

WINTERSHALL DEA DEUTSCHLAND COMMISSIONS NEW 
OIL EXPORT PIPELINE 
 

• 14.4-kilometre pipeline connects crude oil processing in the 

Emlichheim oil field directly with facilities plants located in 

Osterwald 

• Rail loading in the centre of Emlichheim no longer 

necessary 

• New pipeline makes a major contribution to safeguarding 

domestic production at the Emlichheim site in the long run 
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Hamburg/Emlichheim. Wintershall Dea Deutschland has commissioned 

its new crude oil export pipeline between the communities of Emlichheim 

and Osterwald (Bentheim county) in Lower Saxony. The 14.4-kilometre oil 

pipeline connects the Wintershall Dea processing facility in the 

Emlichheim oil field directly with the operating site in Osterwald, 

replacing the previously still interposed rail loading operations. With 

immediate effect, the treated oil will be transported exclusively by 

pipelines from Emlichheim via Osterwald to the refinery in Lingen. 

 

The new crude oil pipeline designed for a daily production rate of up to 

600 tonnes, increases both efficiency and safety in transporting the 

crude oil extracted from the Emlichheim oil field. The daily rail loading of 

crude oil in Emlichheim and Osterwald will be discontinued, and the T-6 
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loading tank with a volume of 6,500 cubic metres in the centre of 

Emlichheim will be taken out of service.  

 

Investment in a future-proof infrastructure 

Wintershall Dea Deutschland has been extracting crude oil in Emlichheim 

for over 75 years now. The company last invested in four new oil wells in 

Emlichheim in 2019 in order to keep production stable in Bentheim county. 

 

Robert Frimpong, Managing Director of Wintershall Dea Deutschland: 

“The new crude oil export pipeline is an important investment for the 

future of our Production District West. The pipeline will make a major 

contribution to safeguarding domestic production at the Emlichheim site 

in the long run. This also fits in with our long-term strategy, as crude oil 

production in the Emlichheim region is one of our three core regions in 

Germany, along with Mittelplate/Dieksand crude oil production in 

Schleswig-Holstein and natural gas production in the Verden area.” 

 

The new pipeline is made of corrosion-resistant glass-fibre reinforced 

plastic (GRP) and is thermally insulated across its entire length. Sensors 

are used to monitor the pipeline from end to end. This enables 

Wintershall Dea’s central control room to identify and respond to any 

anomalies immediately. Wintershall Dea relies on the highest safety 

precautions by implementing this monitoring system. Moreover, the 

pipeline is regularly cleaned by a so-called pigging process. This ensures 

continual operation and extends the service life of the pipeline. 
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About Wintershall Dea  

Wintershall Dea is Europe’s leading independent natural gas and oil company with 

more than 120 years of experience as an operator and project partner along the 

entire E&P value chain. The company with German roots and headquarters in Kassel 

and Hamburg explores for and produces gas and oil in 13 countries worldwide in an 

efficient and responsible manner. With activities in Europe, Russia, Latin America 

and the MENA region (Middle East & North Africa), Wintershall Dea has a 

global upstream portfolio and, with its participation in natural gas transport, is also 

active in the midstream business. More in our Annual Report. 

 

As a European gas and oil company, we support the EU's 2050 carbon neutrality 

target. As our contribution we have set ourselves ambitious targets: We want to be 

net zero across our entire upstream operations – both operated and non-operated 

– by 2030. This includes Scope 1 (direct) and Scope 2 (indirect) greenhouse gas 

emissions on an equity share basis. In addition Wintershall Dea will bring methane 

emissions intensity below 0.1 per cent by 2025 and maintain zero routine flaring of 

associated gas in its operations. The climate goals are to be achieved through 

portfolio optimization, emissions reduction through more energy efficiency, 

investments in nature-based compensation solutions and in future technologies 

such as hydrogen and CCS. You can find more about this in our Sustainability 

Report.  

 

Wintershall Dea was formed from the merger of Wintershall Holding GmbH and DEA 

Deutsche Erdoel AG, in 2019. Today, the company employs around 2,500 people 

worldwide from over 60 nations. 
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More information on the internet at www.wintershalldea.com or follow us on 

Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube und Instagram. 

 


